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Human Nature and the Structure of the Society: Shirley Jackson’s The Lottery
Literature has always had a special place in society because of the teachings and essential lessons they portray about society. One of Shirley Jackson’s writings that have greatly portrayed the social issues in society is The Lottery. As the name suggests, the lottery is a gamble, as it is known in modern society. The questions at issue include; 1) How can the structure of the society direct natural inclinations? And, 2) With laws or without laws, how would human beings behave towards each other? Jackson’s literature is one of the postmodernists works that have reflected and successfully portrayed the things that people care about because they experience them or have heard someone who has experienced them. Apart from providing historical knowledge about human nature and its interaction with society, Jackson’s postmodernism works like The Lottery provide an accurate depiction of how egoistic human nature thrived in the lottery society because it was part of the societal structure and code behavior meant to keep the social order. 
First, the natural human inclinations should not determine what they do even though they have a great sense of influence on their behavior and thoughts (Schapiro 229). People can think and make decisions freely, which explains the above statement that individual inclinations may have a great sense of influence. Still, they don’t have to determine what people do. Based on Kant’s theory, Schapiro explains the nature of inclinations citing those human beings can choose “in light of how to act in the face of inclination’s influence” (229). Shirley Jackson’s work, The Lottery, provides insight and observation about the distress between human interactions with society. She highlights themes such as evil cloaked in a seemingly good society, prejudice and hypocrisy, and frustrations. 
Jackson’s writing, The Lottery, falls under postmodernism literature. Like the other writings, including the novel The Haunting of Hill House published in 1959, The Lottery, published in 1948, depicts the postmodernism literature features (Hague 73). Postmodernism is a period past the twentieth century, especially after World War II in the 1950s (Master Class Staff 2). After the Second World War, a new school of thought in literary movement emerged, postmodernism, which rejected the tenets of the modernism movement. 
Jackson's text is postmodernist literature because it tends to reject the modernist aspects of literature, like shunning the meaning. The modernist movement was associated with the enlightenment, which was mainly concerned with the prospects of progress towards life in general. The modernists looked at human nature and society as complementary to each other because they saw the possibility of both man and nature coexisting in peace. However, as Jackson portrays in her work, The Lottery, modernity is associated with the dissolution of society's social forms and norms. The text is about a village that practices a ritual every year to extend its prosperity and yield. The people in the village believe that killing one of their own, the person who wins the lottery, will bring them a big harvest. As Jackson writes, "Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon" (208). The deadly ritual that involved selecting one of their members, through a public lottery, to be sacrificed for more yield depicts the postmodernist's critique of the modernist's enlightenment. Jackson tries to depict that societies, even in the modern era, still believe in rituals. 
However, Jackson also depicts the self-centered nature of human beings that seem to guide and control the structure of the society in the name of tradition. The lottery in this text is considered a tradition and part of society's code of behavior. Everyone is expected to respect and engage in the practice, but the reality is that it portrays the egoistic nature of those in control of society. The topics and themes that Jackson has covered in this text depict how irrational people can be out of the influence of their inclinations. As Schapiro further asserts, people can think and act rationally on whether or not they should act on their inclinations (229). Jackson's text, The Lottery, only affirms that these inclinations exist and continue to influence people's choices. She shuns the Kantian philosophy on rationality and other enlightenment philosophers like Aristotle and Aquinas by asserting that evil is not only real but exists in everyone because of inclinations. The enlightenment period asserted the importance of rules, law, and order because they believed that people behave in a disorderly manner without laws. But as Jackson also assert in her text, The Lottery, even the laws can be corrupted to create a disorderly society, especially when they are made out of inclinations. In the village where the lottery was practiced, everyone was looking at the success of harvest and not the fact that they had to sacrifice one of them to achieve it. The concept of rationality seems to be fundamentally inapplicable here. 
Jackson's writings reflected her life, mainly when she lived in the rural. As depicted in The Lottery, her text's portrayal of double-sided reality is primarily influenced by her experience in the village. As Angela Hague explains in, A Faithful Anatomy of our times, Jackson "fictionalized her domestic life with her husband and children" (73). Her writings, including The Lottery, came from her interactions with the patriarchal society she lived in. She did not feel comfortable in this society, reflecting the contention between characters in the story and the society. In the story, Tessie Hutchinson rejects and objects to the lottery ritual. Together with other characters like Mr. And Mrs. Adams, Hutchinson tries to bring enlightenment to the village that has been effaced with the disillusion of killing their own to gain prosperity. However, this enlightenment is unlike the enlightenment of the modernism era. Through the characters mentioned above, Jackson's assertion does not seek to object to the lottery itself (society). Still, it seeks to criticize egoistic inclinations to define how society should be. For Jackson, the society itself is not bad because it is the people that make up the society. However, society becomes bad when people responsible for its prosperity are subdued by their inclinations, like the villagers who only think about success and not their immoral behavior towards innocent members like Tessie Hutchinson. Jackson's postmodernist aspects are portrayed through the characters' attitudes towards the lottery ritual. Her objection and criticism of the practice are asserted through the characters like Hutchinson, Nancy, and Bill. Even though the characters are not worried about the lottery outcome, Jackson depicts their fear and worry after the winner has been found. As Jackson writes, "Nancy and Bull, Jr., opened theirs at the same time, and both beamed and laughed" (154). Nancy and Bill Jr. are happy that they have not won the lottery. The character reaction before and after the lottery play suggests that everyone does not want to be picked as the lottery winner even though they are not concerned if someone else is picked. Here, Jackson successfully depicts the egoistic nature of individual members of the society that fosters such practices as killing one of their own. 
In conclusion, this paper has examined the interactions between human nature and the structure of society. The paper has argued that natural inclinations can be directed by society's structure, which informs how people behave and act. While rules and laws are meant to create order in society, Jackson's text The Lottery has successfully depicted that some of the laws can be created out of inclinations, making them inappropriate for society. 
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